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Project Purpose: •The Trail Guide for a Hybrid Landscape aims to contextualize the 
Nebraska National Forest - Bessey Ranger District within the Nebraska 
Sandhills. This comprehensive trail system unravels the entangled cultural 
and environmental legacy of the forest — a radical experiment, 
dendrological anomaly, and ecological nexus at the center of the largest 
contiguous temperate grassland in the world — by situating a network of 
trail alignments, narratives, and experiences.

The Trail Guide for a Hybrid Landscape

Nebraska National Forest: Bessey Ranger District, NE



Role of the Landscape Architect

•The first objective of this project was to develop a greater understanding of the actors and networks that have 
impacted the forest since its conception to reveal the historiographical and contemporary narratives of the 
forest through designed landscape interventions. To understand the dynamic interactions that take place 
between various systems, the forest was analyzed guided by five goals: ecology, environment, history, 
management, and recreation.
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1.Ecology: This project seeks to provide a range of trail experiences that engage with the three significant 
ecologies in the NNFG — the sandhills, mixed deciduous/coniferous forest, and riparian habitats.
2.Environment: Respect the range of environmental forces — sand, wind, water, and fire — that comprise 
the NNFG through an intricate network of trail alignments.
3.History: which aims to engage in the storied past of the sandhills, the emergence of one of the largest 
hand-planted forests in the world, and its implications for the future through contextually specific moments 
of interpretation, wayfinding, and signage.
4.Management: Accommodate the multi-use mandate by not only strengthening the ongoing land, 
recreational, and ecological management but incorporating these strategies into the overall park 
experience and narratives.
5.Recreation: Improve park visitorship through a variety of spatial experiences with a wide range of 
accessibility to appeal to all ages and capabilities.



Special Factors and Project Significance

•This project considers the components of each of these elements that make up the individual 
system, as well as how they come together to influence the even broader system of the forest as a 
whole. The research and mapping from this initial analysis motivated and established the basis for 
the narratives behind the seven trails that were developed for the Bessey Ranger District.

•A quote from Professor Dana Fritz in her forthcoming book, “Field Guide to a Hybrid Landscape” 
aids in the understanding of what the term hybrid landscape represents. “The term hybrid refers to 
something that is purposefully mixed and has origins in the Latin hybrida: offspring from a tame sow 
and a wild boar. This purposeful mixture of forest and grassland is a defining characteristic and 
echoes the concept of combining the tame with the wild.” Trail guide to a Hybrid Landscape explores 
this notion of hybridity through research, analysis, and design by developing moments of 
interpretation. 

•The elements of each trail vary from focusing on aspects such as accessibility, exercise, education, 
and different forms of transportation. The landscape itself presented challenges to every trail 
alignment, including the steep grades of the undulating hills and the loose sandy ground condition. 
The trail system uses the unique landscape, from its strenuous topography and dramatic 
juxtaposition of the forest and grasslands to its advantage, including the ability to frame certain views 
into the forest or expose the vastness of the sandhills from the forest edge.
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Bessey Ranger District Photographed by Dana Fritz
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The Historical Importance of the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands
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The Historical Importance of the Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands
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Management Practices in National Forests and Grasslands
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Recreation Accessibility in National Forests and Grasslands
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Environmental Impacts in Bessey National Forest and Grassland
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Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands Field Guide
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Bessey Ranger District Trail Master Plan
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Moments of Interpretation
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Nursery Trail
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Archery Trail
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Middle Loup Water Trail
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Scott Lookout Tower Trail
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Tree-Line Trail

2022 NDC ASLA Awards Category III-S - Planning & Analysis_____________ 
Project Name: The Trail Guide for a Hybrid Landscape



Text / Image Slide

• xxxxxx

• xxxxx

• xxxxx

•

Optional Text / Image Slide

2022 NDC ASLA Awards Category III-S - Planning & Analysis_____________ 
Project Name: The Trail Guide for a Hybrid Landscape



Text / Image Slide

• xxxxxx

• xxxxx

• xxxxx

•

Optional Text / Image Slide

2022 NDC ASLA Awards Category III-S - Planning & Analysis_____________ 
Project Name: The Trail Guide for a Hybrid Landscape



Text / Image Slide

• xxxxxx

• xxxxx

• xxxxx

•

Optional Text / Image Slide

2022 NDC ASLA Awards Category III-S - Planning & Analysis_____________ 
Project Name: The Trail Guide for a Hybrid Landscape


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20

