
Project Name:

Project Location:

Project Purpose: Falls Park is a large, 120-acre, municipal park located in downtown Sioux Falls. Falls Park is named after the 
raging waters of the Big Sioux River that tumbles over the exposed quartzite bedrock located within the park. 
This natural wonder makes the park a destination point for area residents and tourists year-round. In the early 
2000’s, the City of Sioux Falls began a series of significant investments to revitalize its downtown and clean-up 
of Falls Park. This entailed demolition and remediation of unused industrial sites, street and utility projects 
throughout the central business district, improvements to the City’s downtown river greenway, and multiple 
streetscape improvements within the City’s downtown core.

A resounding theme emerged during our engagement with the Sioux Falls community: “Please DON’T 
significantly change the heart of the park – but improve the overall experience and connectivity with the 
surrounding area.” 

Four key themes were part of the planning process: 

•Provide engaging multi-functional spaces within the park

•Provide equitable access to Falls Park from adjacent neighborhoods

•Listen to the community

•Introduce diverse revenue streams to support park operations
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Role of the Landscape Architect

The Landscape Architect led a process that created a comprehensive vision for the entirety of Falls 
Park. The vision addressed current demands and future uses. The successful design fully integrates 
the diverse features of the existing park into a unified site plan and program that maximizes the 
potential of this special place and utilizes adjacent property to enhance and expand the address of 
the park while connecting it to the community.

The plan addressed programmatic considerations and creates an inclusive framework by generating 
big ideas to meet the growing needs of the region and the community. It also responds to the 
diverse recreational, ecological, and built history of the site. 

The plan recommendations considered improvements at multiple scales, from broad systems to 
individual sites while also considering long-term development opportunities and flexible solutions 
that can change and mature over time. The design examined multiple types of movement and 
connectivity to safely navigate to and through the park, considering connections to all places within 
the park, the Big Sioux River, Downtown and the surrounding underserved neighborhoods.

•
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Special Factors and Project Significance

The master plan investigates landscapes that are accessible and respond to the changing seasons with a focus on more year-round 
programming. Recommendations include new and compelling experiences to support a wide range of social and physical activities. 
The design builds upon the existing features and spaces of the park and surrounding community while incorporating new and 
innovative amenities, creates opportunities for economic development, and enhances the potential for long-term viability and 
sustainability of park operations, programs and maintenance. 

Prioritizing Access and Connectivity to the site led to the transformation of existing entry experiences and site circulation - including 
both vehicular and pedestrian. These new entry experiences create dynamic viewsheds to park facilities while reducing pedestrian
and vehicle conflicts, providing more direct connections to the local neighborhoods. These connections will eliminate unsafe 
intersections, provide safe railway crossings, and improve pedestrian and bicycle access. Redevelopment of the park edges through 
land swaps and the realignment of City street connections will help also fund major infrastructure changes and activate the park
with adjacent new residences and businesses.

The Landscape Architect also unified park land through creative roadway realignments, the introduction of land bridges, the use of 
shared parking between park destinations, and prioritizing pedestrian/bicycle movements over vehicular traffic to creating a safer 
and more connected park trail system. Areas that were previously disconnected from the park by existing rail lines were 
reconnected through new roadway tunnels and pedestrian bridges spanning the rails and the river to directly connect adjacent 
residents with the heart of the park. These larger planning and development moves modified the existing edges and boundaries of 
the park, blurring the lines between public and private properties to better integrate new mixed-use development and housing 
while also addressing park equity and accessibility.

•
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